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This project is dearing with a comprehensive overview of
the species number and endemism of the vascular prant
taxa in Afghanistan. It is the first augmented check list of
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the Afghanistan flora based mainly on the Flora lranica
as a preliminary source and many newer publications, as
well as personal observations. The project is partly a
follow-on from the earlier Field Guide Afghanistan
(Breckle & Rafiqpoor 2010). providing this to the
scientific community, a more reliable answer to the
question: "How many vascular plant species do we have
in Afghanistan?" is given based on the information now at
hand. The inventory coverage of vascular plants in
Afghanistan is, in a SW Asiatic context, rather complete,
It counts about 5000 species, of which about 2so/o are
endemic. we intend to use an alphabetical and tabular
arrangement. This allows the taxonomist to keep his
notions of relationships fluid, and makes it more user-
friendly for non-specialists. rhe project intends to include
much more information than a mere list of names.
Distribution maps for almost each recorded taxon will
make the project useful for many purposes: it enables us
to quickly have a better survey of species numbers in
plant families and genera, as well as their geography. lt
may serve to indicate gaps of knowledge in some taxa or
areas. lt can also serve as a tool to check the
nomenclatural history of naming plant species of the
country, as well as many other applications. An important
function of the project in the future can be use in
threatened species assessments and even more for
conservation management.
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